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| am writing to personally invite you to join us at the Westin Nashville from May 3-5, 2026, for
the International Roller Manufacturers Association annual meeting. As we transition into a new
era under our updated association name, formerly the Rubber Roller Group, this gathering in
"Music City" represents a critical moment for our industry to understand the effects of chang-
es in the manufacturing world. Our time together will begin with a welcoming reception on
Sunday evening, providing the perfect setting to reconnect with colleagues and rub elbows
with industry leaders.

The theme of this year's meeting is industrial adaptation, and our agenda is designed to ad-
dress the most pressing challenges facing our industry today. Specifically, we will have formal
and informal discussions on the shifting landscape of global trade, focusing on the real-world
effects of onshoring and the latest tariff developments. As manufacturing moves back to the
United States, this can only be looked at as a boon to the roller manufacturing business. As
manufacturing fundamentals evolve, understanding how these economic policies impact our
supply chains and bottom lines is essential for every member.

Beyond these critical policy discussions, the meeting will offer a glimpse into the future of our
trade, including sessions on the integration of artificial intelligence in roller manufacturing. We
have secured a block of rooms at the Westin at a discounted rate, but | urge you to complete
your reservations online before the Monday, April 13, 2026 cutoff date. Your voice is vital to
these conversations, and | look forward to seeing you in Nashville this May!

Matt Umentum



Vice President, Jeff Hemmingway Provides some details about our meeting

If you live in the Midwest, | hope everyone has survived this brutal winter and is looking forward to
warmer weather and longer days ahead. If you live in the south, | hope you feel good about yourself! This
year’s meeting will take place May 3™ -5" in “Music City,” Nashville, TN. | would like to again recognize
Robbi Miller for her dedication to our group and for working tirelessly securing the venue for the event
and all past events that | can remember. For those interested, we will kick off the annual meeting with a
cocktail reception Sunday night with the technical meeting following Monday and Tuesday.

Throughout the winter, our board has met to ensure we have a lineup of speakers that pique the interest
of our group and are beneficial to a broad audience in our industry. We will begin our meeting hearing
from Charlie Neff of Friction Coatings. He, along with some other long-time members, will lead us on a
trip down memory lane with the history of the Rubber Roller Group and the influence it has had on our
industry. We are in the final stages of lining up our Economist to discuss current economic affairs and is-
sues our industry is facing.

From an historical retrospect and economic insights, we will pivot to our technical presentations, con-
cluding our first day of meetings with Robert Czeiszperger from Anderson Development. He will be pre-
senting new technology in the urethane sector of our industry. Our mini expo will follow, which is always
a great networking opportunity for both suppliers and manufacturers. On the final day of our meeting,
we will start the morning with a presentation from Dan Cahalane with American Roller. He will be deliver-
ing an interactive presentation on Al and its relevance in our industry. This will be an exciting presenta-
tion as we all strive to use the latest technological advancements to improve our businesses. Our final
two presenters to conclude our meeting will be Justin Pflug with HM Royal and Erick Sharp with Ace La-
boratories. Justin will present polymer to metal bonding techniques and failure analysis. Erick will present
Ace Laboratories’ capabilities to support the roller industry. Finally, we will end the meeting with our an-
nual golf outing. Steve Chase will provide more detail on this in his article.

As we move closer to the event, | strongly encourage everyone to register for this meeting while renew-
ing your IRMA membership. If you need any assistance please contact Robbi Miller at con-
tact@rubberrollergoup.com

I’'m looking forward to seeing all of you in Nashville in May!

Parliamentarian, Josh Watson Explains upcoming elections

| hope everyone is having a good start to the year and is ready for the warmer weather ahead!

During this year's meeting, we will hold our standard elections for the board of directors.
The officer positions have 2-year terms and are therefore on the ballot in every standard election.
The following positions will be on the ballot:

2 Year Term Positions:

- Treasurer

- Secretary

- Parliamentarian

-Vice president (must be a manufacturer and is head of next two year's annual meetings)
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Parliamentarian, Josh Watson Explains upcoming elections (Continued)

Director positions have a 4-year term, which allows them to alternate with the election cycle and
helps maintain continuity on the board.

4 Year Term Positions:
- International Rep Director

Last year, we held a special election to confirm the manufacturer representatives who were appoint-
ed to fill vacancies. Therefore, the manufacturer representatives do not need to be voted on this
year. Their terms will carry over.

If you're interested in running for any of these positions, please feel free to reach out to our current
Chairman, Matt Umentum, or myself, Josh Watson, your IRMA Parliamentarian.

Golf will be awesome in Nashville!

As we all prepare for another Rubber Roller Group, | encourage you to plan on joining us for the 23" Annual
Golf Outing! These events seem to get better every year, but last year’s event will be tough to match! This
year’s event will be held at the Hermitage Golf Course at 1:30 PM Tuesday, May 5th.

This resort has 2-18 hole courses. We will be playing their feature course called The Presidents Reserve. The
President’s Reserve, built in 2001 and designed by architect Denis Griffiths with the course that trails
through 300 acres of natural Tennessee wetlands and along the banks of the beautiful Cumberland River.
Playing up to 7200 yards, the President’s Reserve is designed to cater to a diverse range of golfers. Her-
mitage Golf Course has established itself as the best in Tennessee public golf. As a unique bonus, roaming on
both courses are the renowned Scottish Blackfaced sheep that joined the Hermitage Golf Course in 2012. As
a nod to the ancestor of golf, Scotland, more than 40 sheep roam the course year-round and have become
the official brand and mascot.

For more information about Hermitage look them up at www.hermitagegolf.com. Cost for the event is $140.
This will include the round of golf, cart, practice range, lunch before the round. There are opportunities to
win prizes for the winning team, closest to pin, and also long drive. Rental clubs are available, which are con-
tracted through the course.

Suppliers, if you are interested in a hole sponsorship, please let myself or Robbi know or simply register for
the sponsorship when completing your meeting registration. The sponsorship is $350. You will have a sign
with your company name or logo (if supplied) at a given tee box. The funds are used to purchase additional
prizes and catering. We hope that you can join us! See you in May!

If you have questions, call me at 817-528-1143 or email at schase@nextgencompounding.com

HER TG
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Rohn Quince (Ronny) Rhodes, 84, passed away December 29,2025

The roller industry has lost another truly remarkable soul. Ronny Rhodes of Craftex has passed away,
leaving behind a legacy that will not be forgotten. Ronny served on the RRG board from 2002-2012 —
four years as Manufacturer Representative, two as Vice President, two as President, and two

as Chairman. His service speaks volumes, but his heart spoke even louder.

Ronny was a steadfast supporter of the RRG and its mission from the very first day he joined us.
Throughout my time on the Board, he was always there — offering encouragement, lending an experi-
enced ear, or simply showing up when someone needed him. Even when he no longer held a position, he
never stopped giving back.

What set Ronny apart was his generosity of spirit. He never hesitated to share technical insights or
hardRlearned knowledge, even when it meant giving away “secrets” that others might have guarded
closely. For him, helping a fellow peer or competitor solve a customer problem mattered far more than
protecting any advantage. He believed deeply in lifting others up.

Ronny was gentle in nature but unwavering in conviction — a man who carried himself with kindness,
humility, and an unshakable passion for helping others succeed. His steady presence, patient guidance,
and quiet wisdom helped shape the roller industry and strengthened the Rubber Roller Group in ways
that will endure long past his years of service.

Ronny, you will be deeply missed — but never forgotten. Your impact lives on in the people you helped,
the industry you strengthened, and the countless challenges you helped us all find solutions to.

Randy Apperson

RRG past Chairman

1994-1998

| also served with Ronny while | was on the Board as well as
in my current position. He served on the Rubber Roller
Group Board for 10 years in all capacities and became a Life
Member.

He was the founder and President of Craftex Protective
Coatings in Moundsville, AL..He is survived by his children,
Rohn, Rhonda, Veronica, and Cameron, ten grandchildren
and three great grand children.

| cherished him as a friend and mentor. He left a mark on my
life and will not be forgotten.

Robbi Miller
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Qur support staff are not
only trained scientists but
have been around long
enough to have seen it all.

When things go sideways, you need real
answers - from real experts.

At Akrochem, our technical support team isn't just responsive -
! i j P Follow us on

they're seasoned scientists with decades of hands-on experience ( ‘ F ACEB o o K

in rubber compounding. Whether you're troubleshooting a
formulation, tweaking a process, or navigating a production #AkrochemCorporation
hiccup, they've likely solved it before.

Have a tough question? Give us a call. We've got your back.
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Providing the most complete line of compounding materials in the industry.

AKROCHEM.COM 800.321.2260




Prosco Inc. Line Card
for the Roller Industry

COMPLETE
MACHINERY

Automated and
Manual Grinding,
Crowning, and
Grooving Machines

LATHE vesgnedand DB LASER
ATTACHMENTs B &= pssembedin0sA. g INSPECTION
Grinding, Grooving, , | E . SYSTEMS

Crowning, Polishing

ITALMATIC

BRAND
TOOLS & Strip Builders

ACCESSORIES Lh Aol

Thermocutter Blades
Pi Tapes

Stripping Rings
Carbide Inserts
Nylon Tapes

Knife Heaters
Durometers, Chalk

Crinding Wheels ® Repair, modification, and field service

Spindles of existing industrial equipment

AC Drives ‘ —‘\‘ 7 used in the roller industry

DRO Systems Machinery upgrades including
Way Wipers touch screens and custom software

Spare parts for Toolmex lathes

(‘ ) ( ) Spindle and motor repair services

PROSCO Inc. Tel: (847) 336-1323
3894 Grove Ave. Fax: (847) 336-1390

Gurnee, IL 60031, USA e-mail: contact@prosco-inc.com

AD-RRCO352025




AceElasiomer

a division of AirBoss Rubber Solutions

SPECIFICALLY
FORMULATED FOR YOUR

ROLLER APPLICATIONS

The right compound for your applications.

Ace is leading the way in the design, formulation development and custom mixing
of proprietary elastomer compounds across the natural and synthetic polymer range,
including a variety of custom mix compounds.

For more info please contact: 320 Bryant Blvd, Rock Hill, SC 29732
Craig Bramble: craig.bramble@aceelastomer.com 877 324 7979 » airboss.com




Where Calendering & Custom Mixing Goes Full Spectrum
We are best known for our outstanding customer service & rapid turnaround

Formulation Developme

« Compound development
« Factory trials
« Many testing capabilities & proven formulations

« Open mill mixing - batches from 20-175 Ihs
* Color mixing
« We mix most polymers

Calendering

« Custom needs from 2” - 60" anﬂ 020" -.500"

* Multiple product quality checks G‘Ophlc agts

rubber
9 101 Ascot Parkway, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223
@ (330) 923-4101 FAX: (330) 923-4464

DAVE CORRON - General Manager | GraphicArtsRubber.com

Short lead times

« 44,000 sq. fit. modern facility
« Responsive shipping, expedited orders available

AL,

HARWICK

STANDARD

o Accelerators,

» Metallic Stearates

s Polymers: BR, CPE,

Serving the Rubber, Plastic and
Adhesive Markets Since 1932

» Silicone Fluid,

Antioxidants, » Organic Peroxides CR, EPDM, EPR, Emulsions &
Antiozonants & » PEG’s EVM, FKM, HNBR, Anti-Foams
Retarders » PVC Additives NBR, NR, SBR, XNBR » Stearic Acid

s Acrylic Impact » Plasticizers: Adipates, » Precipitated Silica o Sulfur
Modifiers & Process Mono-Esters, » Process QOils: » Thermoplastic
Aids Non-Phthalates, Naphthenic & Additives

» Blowing Agents Phthalates, Paraffinic, White » Waxes

» Carbon Black Phthalate free, Mineral Qil » Zinc Borate

» Clay Phosphate Esters, » Reodorants » Zinc Oxide

» Coagents Polymerics, » Resins

» Coupling Agents Sebacates, Specialty, » Rubber Process Aids

» Co-Curing Agents Trimellitates ‘mﬂq‘ﬂ

» DILC's

» Dispersions

» Factice

» Fillers

» Fire Retardants

* FKM

» High Styrene Resins

ﬁ
[= harwick.com | Akron, OH1.800.899.4412 | Pico Rivera, CA 1.800.883.9911
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N OVER of INNOVATION | _ -
%M.  ORIGINATORS OF THE STRUCTURED-TOOTH TECHNOLOGY Q’% ‘-‘-; Rolmacon
= Sharper — increased cutting action R .

= More uniform teeth — better roller finish rolmaconglobal com
= | ower cost — helps your bottom line ’

Come see us at the Mini Expo! — rubberhog.com

Independent Rubber Roller Technical Experts

For More Than Six Decades

Mechanical Analytical Consulting

* Unaged & Aged Properties * Formulation Fingerprinting Expert Witness & Litigation

* Friction/Fatigue/Flex Testing * Thermal: DSC, TMA, TGA, DMA Technical Consulting & Training
o Abrasion & Tear Resistance * Reverse Engineering Process Improvement

* Burst Testing * Microscopy Compound Development

* Ozone & Weathering * Failure Analysis Sustainability Initiatives

Established 1962

ardl.com AKRON RUBBER DEVELOPMENT LABORATORY, INC
sales@ardl.com :
Contact Our Experts Today rubber. plastics. latex.
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MATERIALS D|STRIBUTION

High Performance One-

Rellable
Bonding
Solutions

H.M. Royal, Inc. has 100 years of
experience servicing customers in
rubber, plastics, adhesives, and

more. In adhesives, we are A
Supplier You Can Stick With.

™

On-Site Support | In-House Testing | Technical Library @ Supplier Support
Your Materials. Expertise in

Our Lab. A Blogs, Studies, TDS, Production, Supply,
SDS, and More.

Process Safety and

Improvement

Audits. Complete Report. and Analytics.

_\ Why Choose Us?
LOW VOC LOW | @ A Culture of ) AHistory In

Service. Supply.
) ATeam of 15 0 A World Class Customer
Technical Sellers. Service Team.

Contact Us @ (800) 257-9452

» 689 Pennington Ave. Trenton, NJ % www.HMRoyal.com ¥ HMRCustomerService@HMRoyal.com
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Stlicone Product Experts

Solid Silicone Sheeting

We manufacture our cured calendered sheeting in controlled
environments to meet demanding application specs. From
aerospace to industrial gasketing, we manufacture custom
sheet thicknesses, surface textures, and durometers with consis-
tent cure quality and exceptional physical performance.

Fabric Coated Silicone

Fabric-coated silicone combines the flexibility of silicone
rubber with the dimensional stability and tear resistance of
woven substrates. Such as 7628, 1523, 698, and p400

Tight Thickness Tolerances |0.10" - 0.625"
Wide Range of Durometers |10 - 100 Duro
Excellent Tensile & Tear Resistance
Surface Customization | Fabric Finish

FDA & Indusiry Compliance

Increased Tear Strength
Dimensional Stability
Thermal & Flame Resistance
Multi-Layer Customization
Die-Cut or Slit Roll Options

Molded / Sponge Silicone Sheeting

Our molded silicone sheets are ideal for applications requiring
precise thickness or enhanced compression set resistance.

Silicone Compounds

At InterSil, we don't just sell silicone — we formulate it from the ground

up. Our capabilities are centered around one goal: delivering

high-performance silicone products tailored to the specific demands

of your application, industry, and compliance environment.

« Customized formulation, special color match or unusual batch runs
* Impressive platform of capabilities designed to provide exactly what you
need

* Silicone compounds are catalyzed and pigmented to accommodate all
processes and end applications.

* Formulate to meet military, federal, ASTM, AMS, BMS, PWA, 3A, FDA, NSF,
and many other specifications.

International Silicone Technologies Inc.
11019 Greenstone Ave.
Santa Fe Springs, CA 904670

Phone (562) 946-2405

Low Compression Set

Superior Thermal Performance
Color Matching & Branding
Tight Dimensional Control

Peroxide Cure

Platinum Cure

Silicone Sponge

Silicone Foam

20-90 Durometer

Color Match to Any Color

CRTIFIED g
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ISO 9001

www.inter-sil.com
sales@inter-sil.com
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— 419-224-4441

www.usautoclave.com

EMAIL
drisser@usauteclave.com
for our limited time
anniversary
parts sale flyer

Equipment Sales: Contact
US Autoclave for new
autoclave construction or
to refurhish your existing
unit.

Parts: US Autoclave’s parts
department can supply
your company with
replacement components
for your autoclave system.

Service: Contact US Autoclave to visit R .
you fackity o8 Dan Risser - General Manager

« Troubleshooting drisser@usautoclave.com
« Emergency Services Kirk Fennell - Service Manager
* Ungrades kiennellQusautoclave.com

L 119-224-4441 - www.usautoclave.com

US Autoclave Ltd. - 1200 E. Kibby St., Building #3 - Lima, Ohio 45804




THE NEXT CHAPTER IN/A ACY OF RUBBER COMPOUNDING

WITH OVER 150 YEARS COMBINED OF INDUSTRY
EXPERIENCE IN RUBBER COMPOUNDING AND
RUBBER FABRICATION, NGC IS READY TO HANDLE
YOUR COMPLEX COMPOUNDING NEEDS.

NEXTGENCOMPOUNDING.COM




ROLMACON GLOBAL

Turnkey factory and project L°;zizds in
management USA
Sales agent for new machinery

Used roller machinery broker

Grinders, autoclaves, strip builders
Supplier of key consumables

Rubberhog grinding wheels

Polyester and nylon curing tapes

Machine tooling

@ Rolmacon




BONDTECH AUTO

HUBBE

FEATURES:

o HEATING SYSTEMS - DIRECT STEAM, INDIRECT STEAM, ELECTRIC |
e PROGRAMMABLE LOGIC CONTROLLER (PLC)
* BASIC TEMPERATURE/PRESSURE CONTROLS
* QUALITY CONTROL AND SAFETY
* QUICK OPENING DOOR
e CUSTOM ENGINEERING

FOR MORE INFORMATION

SCAN HERE

SALESEBONDTECH.COM » )
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JINAN K&E INDUSTRY TECHNOLOGY CO., LTD.

Rubber Roller Machinery Specialists
We Understand Rubber Rollers & Compounds

|
L

KRG-CNC Grinding Machine | ESS Recyclable Sand Blasting Machine

Jinan K&E ("KE" = Key Equipment)
Specialists in rubber roller machinery & processing.
With over 20 years of expertise, we deliver innovative equipment, and tailored solutions for the rubber and plastic industries.
Trusted worldwide for reliable, cost-effective results.

& Email: ellenpan@kemachinery.com | < Phone: +86-18660810068 | @ Location: Jinan, China



"Custom Silicone Compounds
for Roller Applications

We specialize in formulating and mixing silicone compounds tailored for industrial
roller applications. Our product range includes compounds designed for enhanced
thermal conductivity, high-strength, custom color solutions, and specialized
bonding layers. Value-grade options are also available.

Standard Materials

« High Strength = Anti-Static
« Thermal Transfer » High Temperature
« High Resilience + Flame Retardant

Custom Materials

« Color

« Catalyst

= Special Properties

« Packaging: Strip Form, Slab, Calendered

>

1976 - 2026

CUSTOM

TN
SIL/ZONE

=

&OL UT\°6

(989) 435-7400 - laursilicone.com @ Small enough to care. Big enough to makéo differénce.
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INTERNATIONAL ROLLER MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION
Matt Umentum, Rol-Tec Inc

mumentum@rol-tec.com

Chairman of the Board
Phonet#: 920-339-3150
Tyler Sinclair, Redwood Plastics & Rubber
tsinclair@redwoodplastics.com
President
Phonet: 604-240-4507
Jeff Hemingway, Vail Rubber Works

jeff.hemingway@vailrubber.com

Vice President
Phone#: 269-983-0155
Steve Chase, Next Gen Compounding

schase@nextgencompounding.com

Secretary/Treasurer
Phone#: 817-528-1143
Josh Watson, Laur Silicone

jdwatson@laursilicone.com

Parliamentarian
Phonett: 989-435-7400
Darrin Roe, ZEON Chemical
droe@zeonchemicals.com
Supplier’s Representative
Phonet: 817-939-0583
Steve Aker, American Roller

stephen.aker@americanroller.com

Manufacturer’s Representative
Phone#: 219-983-1425
Ryan Smith, Harwood Rubber Products
ryan@harwoodrubber.com
Manufacturer’s Representative
Phonett: 330-923-3256
Mike Diskin, Halifax Numerical Controls Ltd
Mike.D@hnc.ltd.uk
International Representative
Phone#: 01-422-360607
Robbi Miller, IRMA/Rubber Roller Group

contact@rubberrollergroup.com

Executive Secretary

Phonett: 417-337-0210

WESTON-NASHVILLE
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Our Annual meeting May 3, 4 and 5th is fast approach-
ing! Mark your calendar and send your membership and
registration now! You should have received your in-
voice via email or you can get it from the website
rubberrollergroup.com.

RESERVATION LINK & CUT OFF DATE:

Make your reservations online before Monday, April 13,
2026.

Book your group rate for 2026 Annual Meeting Rubber Roller /
IRMA

We will start with the Reception on Sunday, May 3rd, at 5:00—7:00 pm.
The Board is working on the meeting content and timeline and that in-
formation will be shared via email as it is available.

Please invite others to join and to come to the meeting. Send any sug-
gested members contact information to:
contact@rubberrollergroup.com.

COUNTRY MUSIC CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

There’s more to Nashville than the live entertainment and bars on
Broadway. In recent years, Nashville has propelled its city status by be-
coming a beacon for noteworthy dining, cultural experiences and fun for
all ages through experiences like the Country Music Hall of Fame & Mu-
seum, the Grand Ole Opry, and the Ryman Auditorium, a church-turned-
music venue with pews for seating.

If country music is not your thing, there are day and night events for you
that include a dinner cruise on the Cumberland River, brewery and dis-
tillery tours, plantations, ziplining, hiking, pube crawls, museums and
lots of sightseeing. Come early or stay over to see the best Nashville has
to offer! No boots required!
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