Our Chairman Says….
Hello to all! I am excited to report that our 2022 Rubber Roller Group meeting is on! I’m sure you have all missed it. I definitely
have, and am looking forward to a nice break from the last couple of years!
As in the past, our meeting is scheduled for the May 1 thru May 3; as we have again reserved the Westshore Grand in Tampa, Florida. You can find all the hotel information on our RRG website, including making your reservations. Robbi has sent out the membership renewals for this year as well. Please do not hesitate to reup for 2022.
It has been far too long since our group has gotten together. As a Board, we are looking at all the ways we will have a safe meeting,
while still getting the chance to rub elbows, and renew old friendships. (Not to mention, screw up our handicaps!)
Matt Umentum has been connecting with all the presenters he had set up a couple of years ago, and most have agreed to speak this
spring. He is putting together a very interesting and worthwhile agenda.
Dan Laur has graciously offered to set up a fishing excursion for those interested during the weekend prior to the meeting. And
Steve Chase will undoubtedly find a track for those of us golfers that need to get ready for the upcoming season.
I really hope you can find the time to break away, and wander down to Florida this May for what should be a great, and much
missed, RRG meeting. Our goal is to make it a safe and enjoyable experience for all. Please consider joining! Safe travels!
Rick Harwood

Our President weighs in...
Hello to all Rubber Roller Group Members –
Looking back through my various Rubber Roller Group newsletter articles, it brings me great relief to not be reporting on the pandemic year or post-pandemic year. While variants exist and will continue to persist, it is my understanding that each subsequent
variant will present less of a threat to both individuals and the population as a whole.
Membership renewals have been sent out. I encourage both manufacturers and suppliers to reengage and support this fine organization as well as take the time to attend the meeting this year. Our Chairman, Rick Harwood, has provided much of the detail regarding the meeting. If you visit the website, under the link, “Future Meetings,” you will find a link to the Westshore Grand. Rooms
are available now.
This year’s meeting can be both safe and enjoyable. It signals another step towards normalcy. I always look forward to RRG, but
this year means a great deal more. I hope to see many of my friends from the industry in Tampa in May.
Again, if you need any help renewing your membership, please contact Robbi Miller at contact@rubberrollergroup.com
My very best to each of you!
Vail

Matt Umentum, Vice President and Program Chair shares ...
After, two years we are finally back to normal and the Rubber Roller Group is on schedule for a dynamic meeting in Tampa beginning Sunday, May 1 through Tuesday, May 3. “Normal” if you consider a war in Europe, supply chain disruptions, all time high
prices for oil and other commodities, and a perceived winding down of a pandemic.
We have assembled a timely lineup of speakers to help us navigate our businesses through a challenging 2022 and beyond. Our
speakers range from the practical with Joey Leonard from Kerber Rose Accounting addressing the latest strategies in attracting
and retaining talent to Spencer Bagan from Montech highlighting ways to automate our plants as employees become more expensive and scarce.
Ana Barbur from ARDL and Veselinka Mitevska from TSE Industries will be adding elastomer covering technical aspects to the conference. Ana will present rubber covering reverse engineering processes so we can recommend the most effective coverings for
our customer’s particular processes. Veselinka will be discussing the latest developments in millable urethane technology and
the benefits of this technology in the field.
Mousimi Desarkar from Denka Corporation will add to the technical side of things with new technologies and cutting edge rubber
materials available to solve some of the toughest issues in rubber performance.
We have economist Scott J. Brown from Raymond James scheduled to discuss the challenges in today’s economy and what we
can expect as we set our business sails for the future. As we confront a very old foe, inflation, Scott will give us a heads up as to
what we can expect through the rest of 2022.
Our keynote speaker, Attorney Michael S. Cohen from Philadelphia, PA, is a nationally renowned speaker in workplace harassment claims and employment issues. He will be speaking of timely pitfalls in employment law from hiring and harassment to
FMLA, ADA, FSLA, and LGBTQ+ issues. Attorney Cohen will let us know how to avoid some costly situations by following his advice with specific policies and procedures.
And, if you all remember, Michael spoke to the group back in 2016. He had the whole group enthralled with his wit and wisdom
for over two hours, so you really do not want to miss him. We have enclosed Mr. Cohen’s full bio along with this letter.

Keynote Speaker, Michael Cohen
Michael S. Cohen is a partner in Duane Morris’ Employment, Labor, Benefits and Immigration Practice Group. Michael concentrates his practice in the areas of employment law training and counseling. He has trained and counseled employers throughout the country on subjects including harassment prevention; diversity, equity, inclusion and belonging; combatting implicit bias; performance management; discipline
and discharge; hiring and recruiting practices; performance evaluations; FMLA, ADA
and FLSA compliance; leave of absence policies; LGBTQ+ issues in the workplace; substance abuse testing; workplace violence; records retention; conducting background
checks; and more. Michael also has conducted investigations into claims of harassment and discrimination and has drafted employee handbooks, employment agreements, non-compete agreements and post-termination agreements. Michael typically
conducts between 200 and 250 trainings each year. He has represented clients
throughout the country in EEO and other administrative proceedings.
Michael has been cited as a national authority on employment issues by The New York Times, The Associated Press, USA Today,
MSNBC.com, HR Magazine, SHRM On-Line, Employment Law 360, Inside Counsel Magazine, as well as many other publications.
Michael serves as a Board Member of Serve, Inc. and an Advisory Board Member of GenHERation. Michael is a 1997 magna cum
laude graduate of Temple University Beasley School of Law and a cum laude graduate of the University of Pennsylvania.

Tampa also offers good transportation, both via car and air. The Tampa airport is a clean efficient airport. It offers easy nonstop flights to many, (70 US, 18 foreign), cities. At the same time airfares are competitive. Do not forget to check Southwest as
this is a major airport for them.
The meeting is the reason we are going to Tampa. Here are some reasons to go early, stay late, or take the family:
1. Fishing. Captains Al and Brian are favorites!
2. Golf. With over 100 golf courses, Tampa has a course for you.
3. Beaches. Clearwater Beach is consistently rated as one of the best beaches in the U.S.
4. Food. Tampa offers some great food. Try a Cuban sandwich.
5. Wildlife. You can get a flare of Africa ride at Busch Gardens?
6. Amusement parks. A Roller Coaster at Busch Gardens
7. Art. There are 28 awesome art galleries in the Tampa Bay area.
8. Cruises. Ports for Carnival, Norwegian, and Royal Caribbean
9. Tarpon Springs. Get out of town and take a short drive.
10. Casinos. There are a few casinos in the area.
11. The Weather. It should be warm and sunny, with no snow.
12. The Night Life. Ybor City is just one well known night spot.
13. Orlando. If you just have to go, it is 1-1/2 hour drive.
14. Concerts/Plays. Someone you like will likely be here.
15. Catch a ball game. The Rays or minor league teams are here.

RRG 18th Annual Golf Tournament
-Steve Chase, Treasurer
We are excited about the location of the 2020 Rubber Roller Group Golf Tournament. Spring 2022 will be our 18 th golf tournament. We are going to have a first for our golf tournament by having a repeat location for our tournament. We will be holding
the golf event at Westchase Golf Club in Tampa. We had the event at Westchase in 2016 and it was a super track, so we decided
to go back.
The tournament will be on Tuesday afternoon after the closing of the meeting. Westchase Golf Club is was designed by national-

ly known architect Lloyd Clifton. Westchase is a 6,700-yard, par 72 course, which winds through natural wetlands, wooden
bridges and bulkheads. Since it’s opening in the early 1990’s the course has been a mainstay on the Golf Digest rankings for
outstanding course for the Tampa area. Expected tee off will be around 1 PM. Cost of the event is $135/player. Included in
your entry fee will be lunch before the event, drink coupons, and a Westchase golf shirt. Rental Clubs are available through the
course if you would require them. This can be arranged ahead of time by contacting the course at (813) 854-2331. We will have
awards for winning team, closest to hole, and long drive.
As in past years, we encourage our suppliers to help host this event with sponsorships. We offer the following ways for sponsorship:
Golf Hole Sponsorship- $225
Beverage Cart Sponsorship- $450
We have been very fortunate to have many great sponsors that allow us to offer great prizes and extra amenities!
Please contact Robbi at contact@rubberrollergroup.com if you want play or sponsor!
We look forward to seeing everyone in May!

Thank you to our advertisers!
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Please take time to look over these advertisements and support our suppliers as they always support
the Rubber Roller Group!

The 2022 meeting will be on May 1, 2 and 3. The format will be the same as previous. Our Reception
will be Sunday evening, presentations and Min-Expo of Monday, and presentations and golf outing on
Tuesday. Mark your calendars now!
Please make your reservations at the Westshore Grand in Tampa by clicking on this link: https://
book.passkey.com/gt/218221143?gtid=24250bbe355a8eedbeb2e9560ed6de5c

The Westshore Grand, A Tribute Portfolio Hotel, Tampa. 4860 West Kennedy Boulevard,Tampa,USA,Florida 33609.
Tel: +1 813-286-4400 Room Rate is $149.

With a stay at The Westshore Grand, A Tribute Portfolio Hotel, Tampa in Tampa (Beach Park), you'll be a 4minute walk from Westshore Plaza Mall and within a 5-minute drive of Raymond James Stadium. This 4-star
hotel is 4.1 mi (6.6 km) from University of Tampa and 4.3 mi (6.9 km) from Tampa Riverwalk.
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Please go on line to www.rubberrollergrooup.com and
print the appropriate Membership Invoice and remit your
2022 membership as soon as possible. We need you to
continue to support the Rubber Roller Group and help us
rebound from the effects of the pandemic so that the
Rubber Roller Group will still be viable and we can pick up
where we left off.
Tell your associates, customers and suppliers about us so
that our numbers do not shrink!
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Another way you can support us is to purchase your copy
of the new 2020 edition of the Technical Handbook for
Elastomeric Roll Covering. So many contributed by
writing new and up to date information . These handbooks
are packed full of industry information and make a great
training tool for any new hire or a reference for forgotten
info. Once again, you can go to the website and print the
invoice to order your copy. We have paid for the printing
and only recoup that cost when we sell them.
We have a limited number of the 2005 edition and these
are just $50 each while they last.
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