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To the RRG Membership:

| hope this newsletter finds you well and in good spirits. It had been a difficult 2020 for us all, and hope that in the coming
year, we can see things head back toward normalcy.

Having said that, our Board has struggled with a possible Rubber Roller Group meeting this coming May, again in Tampa.
There is certainly hope that the vaccine will help bring our economy back, but it looks to be Spring before that will be availa-
ble for the majority of the US population. The Board is now considering a move to Fall 2021 as a better alternative. This will
allow us to see how we progress this year, and give Matt and the Board additional time to organize a terrific agenda. |, for
one, really miss our yearly group, and want to find a realistic way for us to get back together. This isolation thing is making
everyone crazy (at least | am!) Any suggestions to the RRG Board for our 2021 get together would definitely be considered!
Keep your fingers crossed for a much better Spring and a possible Fall RRG meeting!

I would also request that everyone please renew your membership with the RRG. Our group, unfortunately, has had very
little is the way of revenue, and know that your continued support by renewing your membership would be greatly appreci-
ated!

I, for one, certainly miss the fellowship with all of our colleagues in the rubber industry. My wife and | have certainly lim-
ited our contact with friends and family during the Holiday season. Being stuck at home is bad enough, but being concerned
for getting Covid certainly weighs heavy. Our thoughts and prayers go out to those that have been exposed and are suffer-
ing from the effects of this horrible virus, and to the family members around them. We have been touched by friends and
neighbors that have seen it first-hand, so wish everyone the best as we step into the New Year.

Keep an eye out for communications from the RRG Board for any future announcements of our 2021 RRG meeting. Keep
your fingers crossed that we will all have a chance to get together as a group once again!

Be safe everyone!

Rick Harwood




Hello to all Rubber Roller Group Members —

In the time of a pandemic, | find the little things feel a lot more important. That statement has never been more so than being
able to “see” your Board of Directors recently on video conference. Even while the topic was again bizarre (“Can we have the
2021 Annual Meeting?”), it felt something close to normal to talk with these fine people. We missed Matt Umentum and could
not see Rick Harwood’s smiling face, but otherwise, it was an absolute joy.

As mentioned, the Board meeting was called mostly to check temperatures on the feasibility of hosting a live and in-person event
next May in Tampa. As anyone that has helped in scheduling and hosting large meetings like ours will understand, there are a lot
of moving pieces involved. | think the group did an excellent job identifying those aspects of the meeting that need our attention
and putting together a timeline for action items to be initiated and completed.

What we are confident of is that The Westshore Grand in Tampa is ready to host the group whenever we are ready. This is a won-
derful hotel, and | am personally looking forward to our time there. That takes care of much of the planning and negotiating that
must be done every year by our Robbi Miller.

The uncertainty for all of us is the future. Will we be looking in our rearview mirrors at COVID-19 in time to finish the agenda,
schedule our speakers, and finalize all details in time to get the word out to our membership? That is a question that will linger
for the rest of 2020 and into early 2021. | hope for all of us, we have a vaccine, have adopted new norms, and can get back to
building relationships within our industry.

To that end, | was disappointed to find that membership renewals were very low for 2020. The popular opinion is that most
members renew their membership when they register for the annual meeting. If that is the case, please do not forget about the
Rubber Roller Group. We haven’t forgotten you!

If you need any help renewing your membership, please contact Robbi Miller at contact@rubberrollergroup.com

My very best to each of you!

Vail
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Here Fishy, fishy, fishy!

Join us for a morning of great fishing!

If you enjoy fishing the Tampa area has something to offer you. We will have an unofficial
RRG outing Sunday morning before the reception that evening. We will be fishing Upper
Tampa Bay with Brian Dopirak. https://www.clearflatsfishing.com/

| have fished with Brian and his father Al for years. Captain Al Dopirak is the best guide |
have ever fished with. Brian did not land far from that tree. These guys not only know
how to fish but how to make your time on the water enjoyable.

We will be targeting Redfish but stand a good chance of also catching snook, jacks, and
spotted sea trout. Of course, it is fishing and we could end up getting rained on and
skunked. If we do, it will not be because we did not have the best guides available.

/]

Plan on joining us Sunday morning. We will leave and hotel for the short drive to meet the guides. The cost for this outing
will be $ 200 per person. That will include all fishing fees, licenses, and water. We will also provide bagels and sour cream,
(a Tampa fishing tradition for some of us), some soft drinks and juice, and sun screen.

You should bring a hat, sun glasses, pants and shirts to help keep the sun off, and
soft sole shoes to wear on the boat.

For those of you coming into town early we will also try to have a dinner at
Columbia’s on Saturday night. https://www.columbiarestaurant.com/ This is
truly outstanding Cuban food done right, and it is not expensive. Just as a side | &
note, Columbia’s is Florida’s oldest restaurant. N

If you are coming in even earlier and you want to do more fishing, Tampa has
something to test your skills. It may be early for tarpon but not too early to try.
Inshore you can fish for Spotted Sea Trout, Snook, Redfish, Flounder, Pompano,
Spanish Mackerel, ..... Near shore you can try for grouper, king mackerel,
snapper, ..... Off shore you can find grouper, jacks, mackerel, snapper, .....

You can fish from shore, a pier, wade fish, kayak, flats boat, near shore boat, or a charter boat. You can fish with a flyrod,
spinning gear, bait caster, or a trolling reel. You can fish on your own, hire a guide, or take a party boat off shore.
: https://hubbardsmarina.com/

If you do not fish saltwater there is also fresh water fishing. You can find many inland lakes and
rivers to fish. Florida is one of the best bass fishing states in the country. If you want to slide in
early and drive four hours to Miami, you can fish for peacock bass.

If anyone would like any assistance or suggestions on fishing options for the Tampa area shoot me
an email.

Please contact Dan Laur DTLaur@LaurSilicone.com , or Laur Silicone, at (989)-435-7400 to sign up
for either of these nonofficial events. Provide your name and contact information and the number
" of people. Do not wait for the last minute, as | will likely be heading to Florida early, to fish of
. course.

A great activity is planned, but you MUST sign up!



BONDTECH AUTOCLAVE SYSTEMS

RUBBERINDUSTRY

FEATURES
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- Indirect Heat: Electric or Indirect Steam Vessel SP ecifications:
- Direct Heat: Direct Steam Pressure 90-150 PSIG with corrosion allowance
. : Size Per customer specifications
Quicl Opening Door Door Hydraulic quick opening, manual swing

-+ Hydraulic powered door for quick and save open/lock Loading
- Locking ring rotation only — Extends gasket life

- O-ring gasket — Long lasting

- No air system required for gasket seal QU (JJJI/ _ontrol and Safe y

(; on h‘ ()J S ASME & National Board Certified

X - Safety interlocks
Basic Temperature/Pressure Controls - Safety relief valve
- Prepackaged in C/S Nema 12 Enclosure - Complete acceptance testing prior to shipment

/ ! - : L CORPORATION
* 24 hour circular chart recorder - Engineers available for on-line technical support

Horizontal loading arrangement

. 1278 Highway 461
Program e (RO Custom Engineering Somerset, KY 42503
- Maximum ﬂlexibili’ry fo program autfoclave . In-house Engineering Direct: (606) 677-2616
proce-ss TAN o ) - Customize Engineering Capabilities Toll Free: (800) 414-4231
- Effective tool for achieving high quality products - Manufactured to your special capabilities Fax: (606) 676-9157

- Modem hookup capabilities

o . 1 " Web: hitp://www.bondiech.corm
. imization of autoclave cycle for desired results - , oo
2 i ernail: sales@bondiech.com
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320 Bryant Blvd.
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Rock Hill, SC 29732

Telephone: 877-324-7979

l astomer Fax: 803-324-7060
‘ Corporation

www.aceelastomer.com

“Dedicated to the supply of high quality
custom mix rubber compounds for industry”

Internal & Open Mill Mixing Dedicated Color Lines

Dedicated Straining Lines

Multiple Calendaring Lines

Russell Foster Craig Bramble Greg Andrews
russell@aceelastomer.com craig@aceelastomer.com

greg@aceelastomer.com




THE NEXT CHAPTER IN A LEGACY OF RUBBER COMPOUNDING
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WITH OVER 150 YEARS COMBINED OF INDUSTRY
EXPERIENCE IN RUBBER COMPOUNDING AND
RUBBER FABRICATION, NGC IS READY TO HANDLE
YOUR COMPLEX COMPOUNDING NEEDS.

NEXTGENCOMPOUNDING.COM




KNOX-RAY"™ ROLLER WRAP

MEETS CRITICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR PROTECTING ROLLERS
AGAINST UV, OZONE, DUST AND DIRT

Top Quality Sheet Provides Excellent Printability!

Many standard widths in stock.

Inert polyolefin layer reduces risk of
contamination on critical surfaces.

JOSEPH WOLF
P 312.3349161 F 312.666.5373
Jwolf@knoxandschneider.com

Jinan Power Rubber Roller Equipment Co.

Email: EllenPan@jn-power.com.cn

s
Contact us if you'd like to expand your roller relative business in China and Asia




Where Calendering & Custom Mixing Goes Full Spectrum
We are best known for our outstanding customer service & rapid turnaround

Formulation Develop

G

* Compound development
* Factory trials
« Many testing capabilities & proven formulations

Custom Mixing

« Open mill mixing - batches from 20-175 Ibs
* Color mixing
« We mix most polymers

Calendering |

* Custom needs from 2" - 60” and .020” - 500"

« Multiple product quality checks G'aph ic agts

: rubber
Short lead times » @ 101 Ascot Parkway, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223
* 44,000 sq. ft. modern facili @ (330) 923-4101 FAX: (330) 923-4464

* Resnonsive shipping, expedited orders available DAVE CORRON - General Manager | GraphicArtsRubber.com




KEEPING YOU IN
BUSINESS IS OUR
BUSINESS

Industrial manufacturing break-
downs are inevitable, even with
the most robust equipment. We
are dedicated to minimizing
your downtime through over-
the-phone technical support,
expedited replacement parts,
site visits, and repairs.

At US Autoclave, we specialize in one off

custom solutions utilizing either your current

vessel.or designing a new unit to fit your company’s

needs. From the time you first call to the startup of your
autoclave, you will be in direct communication with the President

of US Autoclave, Dan Rlsser Please feel free to contact Dan directly on
his cell phone 419.231.1660. No matter what needs you have, we can

help you find the best solution for your company.

CONTROLS THAT PUT
YOU IN CONTROL

We offer a wide array of meth-
ods to operate your autoclave,
ranging from traditional control-
lers with pen recorders to mod-
ern PLC controllers with real
time monitoring, data logging,
and ethernet capabilities. We
also provide replacement parts
and technical service to keep
you up and running.

IMPROVED
PRODUCTIVITY

We can design a custom cart
system specific to your needs.
In conjunction with our hydraulic
door unlock/lock, hydraulic door
swing, and cart winch systems,
we can help you to automate
much of your process, increas-
ing your productivity and ef-
ficiency while lowering safety
risks to your employees.

US Autoclave Ltd. 1200 E. Kibhy St., Building #3 Lima, Ohio 45804 419-224-3441 www.usautoclave.com

Dan Risser, President - drisser@usautoclave.com  Kirk Fennell, Service Manager - kiennell@usautoclave.com



Since 1929, Akrochem has provided a comprehensive
assortment of compounding materials and color
concentrates. All of our products reflect the dedication
of the industry’s top experts working in our labs and
on our sales and technical support team.

//\xROcHEM

Come for our products. Stay for our service. Call us today.

Akron, OH | Chino, CA | Norton, OH | Stow, OH



LAUR SILICONE

SERVING THE RUBBER ROLLER INDUSTRY WITH:
RVG VALUE GRADE

Inventoried — as Preformed Coils
Custom Calendering and Custom Preform Sizes
Clean Products

Si-RELEASE®

HIGH RELEASE SILICONE

TUNABLE SURFACES

STANDARD MATERIALS DESIGNED CUSTOM

FOR THE ROLLER INDUSTRY: MATERIALS:
*RVG - Value Grade * Color

* Si-Release® - High Release * Catalyst

* High Strength * Special Properties
* High Temperature * Packaging Options:
* High Resilience — Strip form

* Thermal Transfer — Calendered (Up to 27" In-House)
* Anti-Static — Sheeted

- Bulk

Laur Silicone, Inc. www.LaurSilicone.com

Telephone: 989-435-7400 | Fax: 989-435-7707
Email: laursilicone@laursilicone.com | Address: 4930 S. M-18 Beaverton, Ml 48612




Akron Rubber Development Laboratory, Inc.

Industry Leading Testing and Development Experts for Over 50 Years

Testing. Development. Problem Solving.

e Compound Development

e Reverse Engineering/Formula Reconstruction
e Chemical Analysis and Testing

e Physical/Mechanical Testing

e Accelerated Aging/Environmental Testing

e Dynamic and Engineering Testing

e Shelf and Service Life Prediction

e Mixing and Molding

e Microscopy

o Failure Analysis

e ASTM D2000

e PPE Testing

e Pharmaceutical and Microbiological Services
e Custom Test Design

e Technical Training Courses

e Consulting

Rubber. Plastic. Latex.

Visit www.ardl.com for our wide range of problem-solving capabilities.
Akron Rubber Development Laboratory, Inc.

Toll Free (866) 780-ARDL Worldwide (330) 794-6600

Contact Us Today at answers@ardl.com AKRON RUBBER DEVELOPMENT LABORATORY, INC.

Bondtech not only sells machinery, we custom manufacture to specification, rebuild existing machinery and service all brands of
equipment, even our competitors. Bondtech is a sole supplier of new and refurbished autoclave and pressure vessels. We are the
largest supplier of autoclave systems due to the broad range of industries we serve such as Rubber, Aerospace/Composites, Core
Leaching, Wood Treating and Medical Waste Sterilization. At Bondtech ‘Safety, Quality and Service are our Priorities.” We take
great pride in our work and take great care to deliver exceptional Autoclave Systems and a positive ownership experience to our
customers around the world.

US Autoclave began operations in 2003; after 17 years of autoclave sales and service, we currently have 55 years
of autoclave experience. The original intent was to provide quality equipment and a service program that would provide old and
new customers the opportunity to contact us at any time. US Autoclave understands the occasional needs outside normal hours
and have ourselves available at the most inopportune times. Our small, personalized staff allows US Autoclave to provide custom
features in new autoclave construction or the refurbishing of used vessels.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.
Thank you for the opportunity.

Dan & Kirk



From TOM CHASE

It is great to have this opportunity to catch up with friends from the past and to introduce myself to those who have come into the industry
since my departure. Back in the late 1980’s, Chase Elastomer had become the largest supplier of rubber compounds to the roller industry, and
as part of our marketing plan, we conducted technical seminars. Out of those sessions the idea was spawned to form an organization consisting
of roller manufacturers and suppliers to the industry. That organization we now know as The Rubber Roller Group.

In 1996 | dropped out of the scene due to a breakdown of my marriage and family related issues. At that point | moved to the UK to run the
operation there, and the US entities were sold. There, | continued my work in developing roller compounds for Chase Elastomer UK. In 2008
the business was sold to Excel, which eventually became Hexpol. | worked for the new owners full time for three years, and then for another 3
years on a part time basis, all the while involved in developing new technology for rollers.

After my contract expired with Hexpol, | set up a development laboratory in my garage and began consulting to the roller industry for various
clients in countries like India, China, and South America, as well as in Europe and the UK.

As you know, there is something about this industry that gets into your blood, and it is inescapable! An opportunity presented itself to begin
mixing rubber in an existing factory, which, of course, | could not pass up. In January 2019 Chase Industries Limited was set to supply rubber
compounds to the industry. Other than for all the stresses involved in running a business, the challenge was enjoyable and the business was a
success.

That is, until March 2020, when Covid-19 became an issue. The business was mothballed, and employees were furloughed. But during the
ensuing months of down time, | focused in earnest on a project that has had the industry pretty well baffled since its introduction in the 1970’s
— UV curing of printing inks, and coverings that works well with both conventional and UV inks. Materials like EPDM work well in one, but terri-
ble in the other. PVC and polyurethanes work to a limited degree in both but have long term stability issues. | have come up with a long evasive
solution to the problem and am now marketing a new family of compounds. The factory will be back up and running in January and this new
patentable technology will hopefully lead the way.

I would welcome hearing from any of you via e-mail — tgchase@btinternet.com. While | am on Linkedin, my profile is totally out of date, but
you can connect with me there as well. Thanks for the opportunity to reconnect!

Many of you remember Fred Lanting. Fred is a Life | regret to inform that Roy Johnson passed peacefully on
Member and retired from Lord Corporation. He shared with me January 21, 2021 at the age of 86. Roy purchased Mid South
this year a little Christmas cheer of po.etry and | robbed a short Roller in Clarksville, AR in 1980 and later Sun Roller in Arling-

segment to share with you. ton, TX. His entrepreneurial drive lead him in a quest for

more knowledge in the roller industry. He connected with
many of the “greats” in our industry to glean that
knowledge. Through those connections he became instru-
mental in forming and serving the Rubber Roller Group. Not
only was he part of the original Steering Committee but he

The Mod Scientist
The clever scientist in mod toupee
Of fibers that can flatter monkish heads

Puts on his polyester shirt, his “threads”

Of suede-like urethane with appliqué
(Fraternal coat-of-arms) and zippers (Nylon),
Dons polymeric shoes, acrylic socks,

And buttons (melamine), a coat that mocks
Wet leather. Then, to work — inside a pylon
Of glass and concrete, vinyl-covered walls,
And carpets of synthetic strands entwined;
And there, with book and flask and Bunsen, scrawls
A few equations — formulas designed
To blend aesthetics with ecology

And make a Christmas tree of PVC.

also served a number of years on the Board of Directors.

Roy served in many other capacities. Not just as a Board
member to many community organizations, but as a mentor
to many. | was one of the lucky ones and | treasure the
years lead by his example. One of his greatest attributes,
and he had many, was a positive attitude. He shared that
when he knew he was approaching a difficult person to deal
with that he would whistle a tune. Being cheerful took
down barriers before they could be put up and took them to
a neutral position because of the cheerful whistle. Just give
a little whistle!

Roy will be missed by many.
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@ RUBBER ROLLER
Rick Harwood, Harwood Rubber Products
rickharwood@harwoodrubber.com

Chairman
Phone#: 330-923-3256

Vail Harding, Vail Rubber

vail.harding@vailrubber.com

President
Phone#: 269-983-1595
Matt Umentum, Rol-Tec Inc

mumentum@rol-tec.com

Vice President

Phone#: 920-339-3150

Steve Chase, Next Gen Compounding

Schase@nextgencompounding.com The next Rubber Roller Group meeting is hopefully coming up later in 2021.
Secretary/Treasurer This destination is a favorite for many reasons. Weather, weather and did |

Phone#: 817-528-1143 mention weather? Some may say fishing, or night life, food or cigars. What-

ever reason you like best is fine! Just mark your calendar right now and plan

Dan Laur, Laur Silicone
to attend.

dtlaur@laursilicone.com

Yes, much is still in the a state of confusion and much is still unknown. We
Parliamentarian are moving forward with plans for 2021 and want you to join us for the

Phone#: 989-435-7400 next meeting. More information to come as it is available to us.

We are currently considering dates in September or October. None of like

Tyler Sinclair, Redwood Plastics & Rubber
our calendars in limbo, but of course, we have not choice at this time.

Tsinclair@Redwoodplastics.co

Manufacturer’s Representative
T

Phone#: 604-240-4507

Darrin Roe, ZEON Chemical

droe@zeonchemicals.com

Supplier’s Representative
Phone#: 817-939-0583

Jessica Petras, ChemRep, Inc.

jessica@chemrep.com

Supplier’s Representative

Rubber Roller Group Office:

Phone#: 847-551-9060

Mike Diskin, Halifax Numerical Controls Ltd Robbi Miller, Executive Secretary

Mike.D@hnc.ltd.uk 1638 Greystone Place, Springdale, AR 72762

Phone: 479-419-9161 message, Fax 479-419-9464,

International Representative
Cell 417-337-0210

Phonet# 01-422-360607
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